Singapore Consortium Launches S$400,000 Project to Provide Safe Water to Sichuan Earthquake Survivors
Sichuan, China, 28 November 2008 – Singapore’s industry grouping of water and related companies is working hand in hand with a Singapore NGO to provide a stable supply of safe water to displaced survivors of the Sichuan Earthquake during the reconstruction phase of the disaster. .
The consortium, consisting of the Singapore Water Association (SWA), Borouge Pte Ltd and Lien Aid, signed an MOU today with the local government, represented by Mr Xi Cheng You, Party Secretary for Shengli Village of Beichuan County, to launch the project called “A Drop of Hope”. 
This project aims to design and deliver a mobile water purification system to a resettlement camp in Beichuan County, one of the areas hardest hit by the earthquake. The S$400,000 system will produce about 60 cubic metres of drinking water per day through reverse osmosis and another 180 cubic metres per day of ultra-filtrated water for general usage – enough safe, clean water for 10,000 people. 
The water industry players in Singapore, dubbed as Asia’s water hub, pooled together their resources and expertise, out of a common belief in Singapore’s responsibility to share its technology and know-how with its neighbours, especially in the aftermath of disaster. This initiative is a further testament to the strong ties between Singapore and China, where we are not only invested in their businesses but also in the wellbeing of their communities. 

“Our commitment to helping the displaced population in Sichuan and the recovery efforts of the province is long-term. This project not only addresses the acute needs of the community, but also provides a medium-term solution during the reconstruction period which can take years to complete. The mobility of the system also means that it can be deployed quickly to other areas if the need arises. Our aim is to ensure a steady safe water supply, lower the risk of water-borne diseases, and improve overall the health and living environment of the community here,” said Mr Sahari Ani, Chief Executive Officer of Lien Aid. 

Collaborative efforts between the private sector, local government and an NGO have enabled this timely solution to be deployed efficiently. “While SWA has capabilities in our own areas, we do not know where the genuine needs are and that is where there is a complementary fit with NGOs like Lien Aid. Being at the frontline, they can identify the right opportunities, and carry out the follow through so we can make a difference to people on the ground.” said Mr Tang Kin Fei, President of SWA.
SWA has rallied its members to build the mobile water purification system and transport it to the designated location while Borouge, a leading plastic solutions provider, will contribute pipe-laying services to the project. Lien Aid is working closely with the local authorities to coordinate the project and will implement the system with SWA's technical support. Various Singapore water companies - members of SWA - have also come forward to make contributions to fund the project. (Please see additional notes)
Lien Aid has also partnered the Lien Institute for the Environment (LIFE) to address the inherent structural problems found in many schools after the earthquake by carrying out seismic retrofitting at two schools - Yunfeng Xiang & Donglin Xiang- in Mianyang City. Compared to rebuilding, retrofitting allows buildings to be repaired and strengthened much faster, at a lower cost, enabling the damaged schools to be safe for use again in a shorter time, while ensuring that they will be better prepared to withstand any future earthquakes. The water and sanitation systems in the two schools will also be improved to enhance the health and wellbeing of the students. Upon successful completion, the schools could serve to demonstrate a rapid and cost effective way of providing a safe learning environment.
About Singapore Water Association (www.swa.org.sg)
The Singapore Water Association (SWA) is a collaboration among private sector players intent on bringing a new vibrant scene to Singapore’s growing water industry. The association aspires to play a role in an effort to profile and promote Singapore as a one- stop centre for all water related services and as a water technology hub. SWA provides a forum for networking and the interchange of ideas and knowledge among member companies and provides a platform for networking among members and dissemination of information on emerging business opportunities and new technologies. SWA also serves as an important network link for members to the international water network, contributes to strengthen the presence of Singapore companies in the global market and acts as a private sector forum for the industry. 

About Borouge Pte Ltd (www.waterfortheworld.net)

Borouge brings the best of European technology to one of the Middle-East's most modern plants and is an expanding force in the plastics industry. Established in 1998, Borouge is a joint venture between two well-established leaders in the industry – the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and Borealis A/S, one of Europe’s largest polyolefin producers. The partnership brings together combined strengths, superior technology and deep market knowledge that make Borouge a market leader in high-performance polyolefins.  Borealis and Borouge have created Water for the World™, a programme that fosters local knowledge and partnerships throughout the value chain to provide sustainable solutions for the availability of safe water and sanitation.

About Lien Aid (www.lienaid.org)
Lien Aid seeks to build a firm foundation for human development by making safe water and sanitation accessible and affordable to poor communities in Asia. By adapting solutions, integrating knowledge and developing alliances, we aim to create sustainable, suitable and scalable projects to address the water and sanitation crisis. Lien Aid was established as an independent entity through the Lien Foundation-Nanyang Technological University Environmental Endeavour in April 2006.

For media enquiries, please contact:


Zhou Shimei
Senior Communications Executive, Lien Aid
Telephone: (65) 6793 0913
Mobile: (65) 9362 8513
Email: shimei@lienaid.org 
Additional notes: 
Companies who have contributed donations in cash or kind for “A Drop of Hope” project – as at 24 October 2008 (in alphabetical order)
	· Accent Engineering

· ACME Pumps (Asia) Pte Ltd

· Boerger Pumps Asia Pte Ltd

· CH2M Hill Singapore

· CPG Consultants Pte Ltd

· DNR Process Solutions Pte Ltd

· Envipure Pte Ltd

· Eriks Pte Ltd

· FBL Engineering Pte Ltd

· Filtrex Holdings Pte Ltd

· Flotech Controls Pte Ltd
	· GFS Filtration Pte Ltd

· Hyflux Ltd

· Keppel Integrated Engineering Limited

· Memstar Technology Ltd

· Nitto Denko (Singapore) Pte Ltd

· Pipelines Process & Systems Pte Ltd

· ProMinent Fluid Controls

· Sembcorp Industries Ltd

· Swan Analytische Instruments AG

· United Engineers (S) Pte Ltd


